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M E E T  O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

T he sun shone through light cloud
cover on a beautiful Saskatchewan
day as a typical prairie scene

unfolded on the farm of Don and Celine
Kleiboer. Along with her 2 sons and their
wives, Celine loaded a car with lunch for
the harvest workers. Like most busy times,
help was present in the form of family
friends, Cliff and Nicole Pyle. The group
headed down the dusty gravel road, food
pots rattling around them, and it felt like
harvests from numerous years past. Yet
something was different…the labourers
were not to be found in the fields of wheat.
Instead, they were present in the Roman
Catholic Church of St. Brieux. These were
the labourers of Christ’s harvest, present on
the CCO Impact Team. Celine and her crew
were providing food and shelter as the
Impacters took a brief retreat to rejuvenate
their bodies and souls, mid-way through
their summer mission.

So why would a multi-generational
group located in small town Saskatchewan
gather on a summer weekend to cook and
clean for 60+ people? If you are not from

Saskatchewan, you might suggest that there
was nothing better to do. If you are from
Saskatchewan you might ask, ‘Why not go
to the lake? Or a movie?’ But for the people
involved the answer is simple, “Because we
were asked, and we could.” Period. That is
what a farm community is about; helping
others and being happy to do so.

A common element of farming is that
everyone is intertwined somehow, so let me
introduce this crew. My mother Celine
always dreamed that her home would be a
place of prayer and relaxation for all who
came to visit. She was honoured to offer it
to those involved with the Summer Mission.
My in-laws, Cliff and Nicole, were also hap-
py to help out in this endeavor. They have
supported CCO for years and believe in
CCO’s mission, especially after seeing their
son (my husband) embrace and mature in
his faith through the vehicle that CCO is.
Quin and Christine, my brother and his new
bride (who happens to be on staff for CCO),
felt called to support the Impact Mission in
whatever way they could. My other broth-
er, Francis, and his wife Janelle have numer-

ous friends who have been involved with
CCO and were happy to take time off work
to help all weekend.

As the participants packed up following
their brief visit, Celine reflected on how she
wished they could have stayed longer. “I
really enjoyed being around the young peo-
ple, it makes you feel young as well. Their
passion for Christ is beautiful.”  Nicole was
equally struck by the enthusiasm and joy of
the young people. Cliff saw this small act of
service as a tiny investment in the future
since “these will be the people influencing
my grandchildren.” With overflowing
hearts, everyone bid farewell to this group
of university students from across the coun-
try.

So thank you CCO and all the Impact par-
ticipants, for even as you received this gift
of time and energy, you have given back.
You have encouraged us to carry on with
spreading the message of Christ. Know that
there are harvesters across this country that
are working beside you and praying with
you. And on one small prairie farm, you
have forever left your mark. ◆

The Harvest
is Plenty

b y  B r a n d y  P y l e ,  C C O  a l u m n i  a n d  s u p p o r t e r

Francis
Kleiboer,
Nicole Pyle,
Janelle
Kleiboer,
and Celine
Kleiboer
prepare
dessert for
the IMPACT
team. 

Below are
the
Impacters
enjoying a
meal on
the patio at
the Kleiboer
farm.

▲
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a mere name to many others. Not just to ran-
dom people but to my peers, my friends,
some of my family - to people I care about.
It was then that I realized I was the one who
was supposed to tell them. I am chosen and
called to proclaim His name. I realized that
this was what had been missing in my rela-
tionship with God. I had been living this
relationship as best I could before coming
on IMPACT, but I now realized that my zeal
and enthusiasm is fuelled when I share my
faith. It is extinguished when I do not. 

A few weeks before mission ended, a
CCO staff member asked me what would
happen when I went home. She told me I
had a choice. I could either go home as if
nothing had changed, or I could go home
an evangelist. For me, the choice was com-
pletely obvious. God has made it clear to
me that I was made for this. I want to show
others that my Saviour is also their Saviour.
My spiritual life had been incomplete with-
out evangelization. So I decided to accept
that call and to commit to being a mission-
ary. Since being home I have been able to
put into practice all that God taught me
through IMPACT. Our Catholic group at
McMaster University is now leading 22 stu-
dents in the CCO Discovery faith study and
I am just itching to reach out to all of the stu-
dents on campus... one person at a time. ◆

To read more students’ testimonies 
from IMPACT 2009, check our website

www.cco.ca/missions.
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Long before IMPACT 2009, I was
blessed with the gift of faith. Because
of my family and my church com-

munity, I had always believed in God and
understood that He loved me and that I
could have a relationship with Him. So from
a young age I chose to accept Jesus and live
for Him.  Still, I always felt like there was
something missing. And as I experienced
life’s ups and downs, I knew that my rela-
tionship with Jesus was somehow incom-
plete. During high school, at weekend

retreats and other events, I had the oppor-
tunity to “say this prayer” or “do this” in
order to commit my life to Christ. So I did
those things and chose to accept Jesus over
and over. Then I would get home, go back
to my friends, and the excitement and
enthusiasm I had felt were forgotten. I can’t
count how many times this happened. And
it angered me. 

While attending RiseUp in Toronto in
2008, I heard about IMPACT and it sound-
ed perfect. An opportunity to give my sum-

mer to God - maybe that was
the surrender He was asking
of me? I thought this oppor-
tunity to live in community
with other Catholics would
deepen my faith. And maybe
by living this way for an entire
summer, it would stick.

At Summit, IMPACT’s
monthly Eucharistic adora-
tion event, I sat near the front
of the church with Jesus, pres-
ent in the Eucharist, no more
than 20 feet from me.  While I
prayed I was aware of a
young man kneeling at the
front. As I watched, he got off
his knees and prostrated him-
self before the Eucharist and
in this moment, something
happened within my heart.  In
my journal I wrote, “HOW
CAN THEY NOT KNOW?” It
broke my heart to think that
the same God who can inspire
a man to lie face down to the
ground is nothing more than

Something Was Missing 
B y  Te a n n a  Lo b o ,  S t u d e n t  a t  M c M a s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  To r o n t o

S T U D E N T  T E S T I M O N Y
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attending
would be reli-
gious fanatics
and judge-
mental of my
flaws.  I didn’t seem to evaluate that if
I feared being judged by someone,
what I was doing might actually be
wrong. I can’t remember what com-
pelled me to change my mind about
going, but 2 months into the summer I
decided to attend. I saw the young and
the old, people from all walks of life,
nearly 500 of them in a church on a Sat-
urday night. I didn’t understand many
of the things they did including some
people laying down at the altar and
looking at this piece of bread for near-
ly an hour...but something beckoned
me to follow them, grab a candle, and
kneel at the altar. I can’t claim to know
what happened, but something in me
changed.  Later that night I went club-
bing, but I felt weird. The things going
on in there, the drunken people, the
lust, the vulgarity - it seemed so much
clearer now.  Or perhaps I was simply
sober. 

That first CCO Summit I decided to
follow Christ. Until this Impact 2009
mission I still struggled with an inabil-

ity to detach myself from my worldly
possessions, but I knew that Christ was
no longer just an ‘obligation’ for me. I
could no longer merely give one hour,
once a week, to a man who was beaten,
disgraced and crucified for my salva-
tion. The short-term pleasure of drunk-
en nights no longer satisfied me and I
realized that despite possessing things,
I did not possess the same sense of joy
and happiness reflected in the
Impacters whom I met. I recognized
that the fun of a sin-filled night was
fleeting, and no longer fun once viewed
with opened eyes.

I knew that only the Lord could
release me from the pains of this world
and satisfy me and bring me true joy. I
have come to realize that there is no
point in doing something with only half
your heart. I know that I cannot win the
race if I only give 50% of the effort. I
always used to do things in modera-
tion, never by extremes, but what good
is it if I settle for knowing my Lord only
somewhat?  Shouldn’t I strive to under-

The Bread
of Life

b y  E m e k a  N z e k w u

R e c e n t  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a

Impact 2009 members: Jeremiah Webster, Emeka Nzekwu, Laura Endrizzi,
Elisha Ramstad

▲
Iwould love to look back on my life

and say that I was a good boy. But
my early years were my useless

years, ones that I feel should be forgot-
ten. I struggled with selfishness and
always wanted the best stuff and most
expensive gifts. I spent countless
Christmases opening gifts I didn’t
appreciate, oblivious to the thought
behind the gift and with little regard to
the non-materialistic nature of my
Nigerian culture.

To relieve myself of the disappoint-
ment I got involved with a group of
like-minded, self-centred friends and
participated in a group called
WDP...“We Don’t Pay”. Ironically,
throughout this period I still attended
church weekly. I knew that church
should have a place in my life, but I still
regarded it as just an obligation.

Entering university, I was surround-
ed by anti-religious people and
immersed myself in an environment of
regular clubbing and boozing.  I was
clearly spiralling in the wrong direction
and by second year I was quite con-
fused about my faith.  Then my sister
joined Impact 2007 in Vancouver and
invited me out to some Impact events.
I resisted initially, convinced that those

A L U M N I  T E S T I M O N Y
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Yes!
I want to support
the work of
Catholic Christian
Outreach

■■■■ I want to support on a monthly basis in the amount of:  
■■■■ $500   ■■■■ $300   ■■■■ $200   ■■■■ $100   ■■■■ $50   ■■■■ $25   ■■■■ Other: $_________________

I hereby authorize Catholic Christian Outreach to arrange automatic deductions from my bank
account or credit card on the: 

■■■■ 1st or the ■■■■ 16th of each month for payments of my monthly support:

Commencing __________________________ __________________________________
MONTH STAFF MEMBER, SPECIFIC PROJECT, OR CCO GENERAL

Signed ________________________________ Date __________________________________________
SIGNATURE

MONTHLY GIVING PLAN OPTIONS
■■■■ Pre-Authorized Bank Payments

(Please enclose a sample cheque marked “VOID”.
The sample cheque will provide us with the infor-
mation necessary to begin automatic deductions.)

■■■■ 12 post-dated cheques, which I have
enclosed. 
(Please make cheques payable to Catholic
Christian Outreach.)

■■■■ Visa ■■■■ MasterCard Expiry Date:_________

Card #

Name:

Phone:

Address: (Information required for authorization)

✁✁

forming future
leaders today

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

CCO would like to invite you to join us in the New Evangelization through
monthly financial support. Monthly donations provide CCO missionaries with
stable finances, allowing them to focus more time on campus evangelization.

Please consider giving – we cannot do it without you!

Build the 
Kingdom

I would like my
gift to be used in

the ministry of:

stand fully the grace and love He pres-
ents to me through the Eucharist?

I implore everyone to take every
opportunity to adore and love Him.
The man died on the cross for us, for
our sins, out of love for even those who
reject him! Give 100% of your effort!
Christ is my number one possession. I
know this now.  All that I have is His
and I abandon myself to Him and
rejoice in His glory. My God is good!

Shortly after that fateful night 2 years
ago at the Summit, I had a dream. The
world was a dark mass with small
pockets of glowing lights. Some
expanded and overflowed into the
darkness and others were dimming

and going out. I realized that these were
the children of the light, the followers
of Christ that I had heard about. Those
in a community fostering their growth
were the expanding globes of light.
Those that were off to themselves were
like me, dimming lights with the dark-
ness overwhelming them and blocking
out their light. I came on this mission
knowing that I did not want to end up
like those who lead lives of darkness. I
have found the community I searched
for.  Indeed it is with all of you. And I
pray that all of you may join me in this
community of light to expand and fill
this world with God’s light and love for
all. ◆

20th Anniversary
Cookbook 

If you purchased a CCO cookbook,
please email recipes@cco.ca for a

small list of corrections.
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R e t u r n  u n d e l i v e r a b l e  C a n a d i a n  a d d r e s s e s  t o :

C a t h o l i c  C h r i s t i a n  O u t r e a c h  C a n a d a • 12 47  K i l b o r n  P l . ,  O t t a w a ,  O N   K 1 H  6 K 9   C a n a d a  
Telephone: (613) 736-1999 • Fax:  (613) 736-1800 • Emai l :  hq@cco.ca • Web Si te:  www.cco.ca

C A T H O L I C  C H R I S T I A N  O U T R E A C H  C A N A D A

Catholic Christian Outreach is a university student movement dedicated to
evangelization. We challenge young adults to live in the fullness of the Catholic
faith, with a strong emphasis on becoming leaders in the renewal of the world.

41501527
Newest Members of the CCO

Missionary Team

JANINE BOULANGER
National Headquarters

HQ VINE

ETIENNE DE CHAMPLAIN   
Université Laval
Campus VINE

KATE FORD
Dalhousie University

Campus Intern

KIMBERLY GAUDET
University of Ottawa

Campus Intern

KATE GOODFELLOW
University of

Saskatchewan
Campus VINE

CHELSEY KRESS
Carleton University

Campus Intern

MELANIE MAHAR
National Headquarters

HQ Intern

MARISA PAVELICH
University of 

British Columbia
Campus Intern

ELIZABETH SEGUIN
Université Laval
Campus VINE

JENNIFER VAIL
Dalhousie University

Campus VINE

THERESA HUDEC
National Headquarters

HQ Intern




