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the STANDARD

[—

tis not often that young Catholics
from across Canada come together
to boldly proclaim that they love the
Catholic faith.That’s exactly what hap-
pened over the Christmas break when
almost 200 university aged young adults
descended on our nation’s capital for
CCO’s second annual Rise Up Confer-
ence.Ottawa was the perfect setting as
these young Catholics were inspired and
trained to be leaders in their schools and
society at large.The theme for this year
was “Raising the Standard”. All the talks
and workshops challenged our youth to
go beyond their comfort zones in their
Catholic faith, with a special emphasis
of looking forward to World Youth Day
in Toronto in July.
We were extremely blessed to pro-
vide the participants with a wide

array of speakers and presenters.

in Ottawa

The main speakers were John Connelly
(John Paul I Bible School), Ottawa Arch-
bishop Marcel Gervais and two of our
very own staff; Brett Powell (Director of
CCO Vancouver) and Angele Regnier
(Director of the CCO Internship Pro-
gram). In addition, there were other pre-
sentations and workshops given by var-
ious CCO staff and invited speakers,
including Fr. Tom Rosica from the World
Youth Day office.

Topics included intercession, holiness,
and suffering. All were designed to
encourage the young people to not be

complacent in their everyday faith.
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One particular point that was empha-
sized during one of Brett Powell’s talks
was the danger of falling into apathy in
regards to our obligation to evangelize.
He said that many people become influ-
enced by the world around them and for-
getabout the importance of sharing Christ
and the Church with others. He said that
often times there is a loss of urgency in
evangelizing and that many take the path

of least resistance.Many Catholics also

believe that they don’t know what to do
when it comes to evangelizing.“We don't
need a PhD to share our faith,” Powell
added. He also stated that many Evan-
gelical churches are filled with people who
havea Catholic background because they
find the most basic of human needs, love.
“The prodigals will not return to the
father’s house, until the father’s house is
filled with love,” Powell commented.

Denise Thomas, a recent graduate from

nursing flew in fromVan-
couver for the conference.
She commented that
many young Catholics
are frightened by the
word “evangelization” It
is through conferences
like Rise Up that this atti-
tude is changed and true evangelization is
embraced. “We change that [attitude] by
example, actions not words, and it’s when
we become contagious that people will
want to know where ourjoy comes from,”
she said. She plans to attend World Youth
Day in Toronto this summer, saying she
came to the confer-
ence looking for a
“deeper and more
effective  way to
evangelize.”
Brandon
Vaidyanathan, a
business student at
St. Francis Xavier
University in Nova
Scotia, was deeply
touched by the con
ference as a whole, but most especially
affected by the challenge to live out his
Catholic faith. “It has affirmed for me
how absolutely necessary this is for the
Church.  It's
simply ~ not
enough to say
we're Catholic.”
Another

wonderful

result from the

conference was the fellowship that result-

ed from the free times and especially the
first class banquet and dance for New
Year’s Eve. But ultimately, the conference
was about changing hearts and strength-
ening spirits. André Regnier, Director of
CCO Ottawa, stated at the close of the
conference,“If you do not take what you
learned here and apply it, we've failed
you.” He encouraged students to look at
the conference as a starting point. “Don’t
let apathy suck you down.Don't allow it
to silence you,” he said.

From the comments given by those
that were in attendance it is obvious that
this will not quickly happen. It will be
exciting to see over the next few months
how these young people will be changing
themselves and influencing those around
them for Christ as we prepare for World
Youth Day this summer. ¢

Aspecial thank you to Alison Sebastian of

CCO Regina for her help with this article.




Time has certainly gone by quickly  the Board of Directors moved towards
since we at CCO Canada said goodbye  this appointment.
to our former president, Louis O'Reilly. While this position is relatively new for
It's hard to believe thatit has been ayear ~ Jeff, his time in CCO prepared him to take
already. It is with great joy that we wel-  any role that he is led to fill. “T am still
come the naming of a new president for ~ making the transition more fully into my
our ministry. After much prayerandcon-  role as President, but Tknow that my time
sultation, the National Board of directors ~ in the ministry as both a student and
appointed Jeff Lockert to this positionin ~ campus staff member has equipped me

December. for the challenge,” commented Jeff. “Tam

Jeff has been Director of CCO Saska-  looking forward to this opportunity to
s JeffLockert toon since 1998. Prior to his appointment  lead such a dedicated and talented team
as president he was serving as chairman  of missionaries.”

of the national Leadership Council that Jeff and his wife Renee have three chil-

was making leadership decisions while  dren: Isaac,Clare and Abigail. u
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f ' .“ ) The Pope is coming! As many of you may already

. know, Canada is extremely fortunate to be hosting
World Youth Day (WYD) in Toronto this summer. As with the last WYD in Rome,CCO will
be participating in the festivities and sharing our Catholic faith with thousands of other young
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4%+ people.As well we will be taking part in the Youth Arise International Festival in Ottawa the
2t
*‘:f.'.“ T week prior to WYD.
You can be there too!
We are presently accepting applications for students and alumni to come with us to both YAI and WYD from July 18-28. You can come with
CCO to take in many of the events, meet people from all over the world, and be challenged in your faith as you share it

with others.

The total cost for our trip is $560.00. This includes all your meals and transportation in Ottawa and Toront

to Ottatwa and from Toronto is not included).

Formore information, or to apply, visit our website at wiww.cco.calyai-wyd or call our head office at 306-652-5100.




CAMPUS

CLOSE-UPS

——— FROM ACROSS CANADA ———

Ottawa

For a second time CCO Ottawa has
outgrown its Fall Retreat camp. This year
we had over sixty-five students throw a
weekend’s worth of clothes into their
backpacks,grab their sleeping bags,and
cram into cars.This labour and discom-
fort was in preparation for the journey out
to a small camp in the Gatineau Hills of
Quebec.However, this quiet and sleepy
camp quickly became an open window
to the grace and love of God. In high con-
trast to what the majority of students
were doing on the first long weekend of
the school year, these students spent
time not only relaxing and collecting their
thoughts,but also taking time to under -
stand what the Lord was doing in each
of their lives. For many of the students it
was their first time at the retreat and they
left having felt the joy of worship, the

peace of prayer, and were ready to take

their faith into the university culture.

You could sense that by the second day
there was a change in people.Those that
were quiet and shy were comfortable
enough to sing and share their thoughts.
Everything about the weekend seemed
to be in abundance,especially the wor-
ship and joy. Sunday night worship and
singing couldnt be contained in the
chapel and spread to the main hall and
then down to the fire pit on the beach.

God did not only plan a great start for
us to the year with the retreat but fol-
lowed through with his provision on both
University of Ottawa and Carleton cam-
puses!

CCO Carleton has had its ups and
downs,but the students have stuck to a
theme that they believe the Lord gave
them at the fall retreat: unity. Towards the
end of the term that theme was acted

upon.They initiated a night of ecumeni-
cal praise and worship where at least five
Christian clubs were represented. In
addition, the executive at Carleton is
preparing for early next term when they
plan on implementing a faith survey in
order to gain publicity and contacts.

The University of Ottawa has also
found that God never disappoints and
prepared students ahead of time for many
interesting situations. Anthony Melatti
headed to campus one morning antici-
pating another day at the sign-up table.
When he arrived on campus he found out
that it was the University of Ottawa’s ‘Sex
Fair'week. He could have easily turned
around and walked out in disgust, instead
he set up CCO's first ‘Sex Fair'table.

Shortly, a number of CCO students
showed up tosit at the table. They agreed
that they needed to fit in better. After
purchasing markers and some Bristol
board they went to work and within
minutes had several signs up with say-
ings like ‘God,Marriage, Sex ... get con-
nected’ and, of course, the standard
‘Save Sex for Marriage’. They weren't
sure how they would be received,but
they definitely got attention. Students
walking by thanked them for providing
the other side of the issue and congrat-
ulated them on their bravery.

Pray that the students at both cam-
puses would persevere in their boldness
and witness of Christ and the truth.



Regina &
Saskatoon

Saskatchewan students went away
from their Fall Retreat with a challenge to
reach out to two people this semester -
and they took it to heart. The kick-off
Pizza and Prayer brought out a record
number of students who took the time
to pray for successful evangelization this
semester. Our table outreach in the tun-
nel resulted in over 120 students signing
up with over half joining a small group
faith study. Several students ended up in
faith studies simply because a CCO stu-
dent struck up a conversation with them
atabus stop or in a cafeteria and invited
them to join!

We have been asking God to move the
students to pray and intercede. On the
evening of September 11 we saw the fruit
of our request. CCO students and alum-
ni organized themselves to gather and
pray for the needs of the world and their
campus, and continue to meet and pray.
They did not respond to terrorism with
fear, but with courage, hope and trustin
their God. It is this hope, courage,and
trust that sets them apart on campus and
provides opportunities for them to share
their faith.

Anew and successful event for us this
year has been our monthly TGIF (To
Gather in Faith), a Friday night event
with a potluck and guest speaker. A

recent speaker was Father Marc Mireau,

our chaplain, who challenged the stu-

dents to discipline in prayer. “The biggest
reason we don't pray is not lack of time
orlaziness,” he said, “itis not wanting to
change.” Students are responding with
so much enthusiasm that we have to look
for a bigger place to meet!

In his invitation to World Youth Day in
Toronto this Summer, the Holy Father
calls the young people “salt and light,”
because by our witness others come to
thirst,hunger, and search for God. A
first-year student expressed the atmos-
phere in the ministry this semester when
she said, “You are constantly giving me
something to think about. What other
people (CCO students) talk about, T want
it.”May the actions and words of many
students on campus continue to be salt

and light to others. v

Vancouver

After reflecting on all that has hap-
pened over this past semester at SFU and
looking at all the potential for the
months to come it is overwhelming to
see evidence of God’s grace and glory.
He has definitely done some amazing
things.

First of all, it is great to have a third
person, our new intern PJ. Lewis, work-
ing full-time on campus. His many gifts
and talents are being put to use as we

continue to grow and find new ways to

impact the campus.

We are impacting the campus! Our
weekly faith studies and Mass atten-
dance continue to grow and the snack
food survey continues to be a success.
We are reaching more students and help-
ing them to really think about important
faith questions like the existence of God
and His importance in their lives.

It is exciting to see our students
embracing new leadership roles and tak-
ing the initiative to share Christ with
their friends and family. A new student
executive has been formed and, starting
in January, they will take on an active role
in the life of the campus. They will also
be participatingin events that will enable
them to share Jesus Christ more effec-
tively.

We had 16 people head out to Ottawa
for the 2nd annual Rise Up Christmas
Conference and have at least that many
planning to take part in our summer mis-
sion project, Impact! 2002.

We are looking forward to this new
semester and all that God will do and
especially in celebrating it at our first
Spring Banquet in April. Please pray that
God will continue to move at SFU and
inVancouver. ¢



rafted onto
the VINE

by Darryl Millette
Saskatoon, SK

he journey that has brought me to
where I am now has been guided
by the hand of God working
through others. I grew up in a good, faith-
ful,Catholic family. We went to Mass on
Sundays and some weekdays, prayed the
rosary together, and studied our cate-
chism once a week. This solid upbringing
gave me a good amount of useful knowl-
edge about the faith and I desired to
know more and become more involved
in the life of the Church.
When I left home to attend university
in Saskatoon, I took this knowledge with

me.l began to make new friends

and to create a bit of a social
life.I became involved in the
party-going life of a first year
engineer which, unfortunate-
ly, did not always involve
things that were
wholesome  and
good. During that
first term, I put

myself in situa-

tions which were occasions of sin and
found myself powerless to avoid them.
God was preparing to teach me a valu-
able lesson, however. I was invited to
attend a supper put on by CCO and the
speaker at this event challenged us to not
only look at what we knew about God
but also to come to
seek God in a more
personal way. This
way of looking at
faith and God was
different than what
T had considered
before, and I took
up the challenge.
Many aspects of the
Catholic faith such
as the sacraments

ed by the Holy Spirit to help us know
Jesus more closely. His grace has also
helped me to avoid sin and receive for-
giveness when I do fail.

Through my continued involvement in
the movement of CCO, my faith has
grown tremendously and I have had
opportunities to share it with others. T
am grateful that, by His calling me to
service through CCO’s Volunteers in the
New Evangelization program, I have
been able to use what God has given me
to further spread the Gospel. I still have
struggles and have much to learn, but
with Him teaching and guiding me my
journey will hopefully end in His eternal

presence. !

What is the

VINE

Program?

allows alumniand friends of CCO to use their skills for evan-
gelization. Like a mission project, each VINE participant rais-

es a nominal amount of money to cover their time in the

began to make
much more sense
to me. I realized
that the life of the
Church
designed and guid-

was

program (8-24 months) while CCO provides them the
opportunity to actively help in the work of evangelization.

For more information about VINE call the CCO head office
(306-652-5100) or check out the website (www.cco.ca).



INTERNSHIP

Program

have seen much fruit come
from our Staff Internship
Program since we started it
in 2000.It has been a great time for us to
provide an opportunity for potential staff
members to have a ministry experience.
We have seen and continue to expect
dynamic, full-time missionary staff to
come on board as a result of their intern-
ship experience. During these past two
years we have had a diverse group of
interns serving all over Canada.
“The idea behind the internship pro-
gram is to provide potential
staff with a practical way to
discern serving with CCO,”
commented Angele Regnier,
Internship coordinator. “Tt
allows them a full school
year to be personally
coached once a week on CCO’s min-
istry’s approach and philosophy. How-

You

can be a part of the solution!

ever, the theoretical is taken out of the
classroom and put into
application in real campus
ministry situations the rest
of the week. It's a co-opera-
tive training effort between
myself and the local campus
staff. We have found it to be
very effective so far.”

The call to full-time missionary work
isan important aspect of CCO. The work
done and the lifestyle associated with it is
definitely unique and may not be for
everyone.That is why it is
important that all staff are
sure of God’s call on their
lives to be missionaries.

Regnier added “The
support raising aspect of
CCO is definitely some-
thing these interns need to seriously look
atand discern. You have to be fully con-

victed of the importance of our work and

the wonderful opportunity to include
others through support raising.”

During their internship year, these
young people do not have to involve
themselves in support raising right away.
They are paid a small but reasonable
salary to enable them to focus fully on
their work of evangeliza-
tion and to help them in
their discernment.

Towards the end of the
school term a decision is
made as to which interns
will be invited to full-time
staff with CCO. Once they accept they
agree to commit themselves to serve with
CCO for a term of 2 years and begin
building their support team.

The CCO internship program s quick-
ly becoming a wonderful means of staff
discernment and recruitment. As we
continue to move with God’s leadings we
are sure that many other young people
will also considering joining. As CCO
Vancouver intern, PJ. Lewis shares,”In a
sense, didn’t choose ministry, ministry
chose me, because that is where God

wants me to make a difference.”t

The CCO internship program depends on the generosity of people like you. Would you like to help it con-
tinue? Consider becoming a partner with us in our work of evangelization by making a special financial
gift towards the internship program. All donations are welcomed and are tax-deductible. We accept
cheques, pre-authorized payments, even VISA and MasterCard. If you are interested in making a dona-
tion, or would like more information, please contact CCO head office (address on back page). Cheques

can be made out to Catholic Christian Outreach.



From ROME

wo years ago we had a unique

mission opportunity. When the
Holy Father, Pope John Paul II,
decided that the World Youth Day gath-
ering would be in Rome for the Millen-

nium, we knew we had
to be there. We couldn’t
think of a better place
to share our faith and
challenge young peo-
ple to do the same.

We put together a
mission project and
took 42 young
Catholics to the Eternal
City.

We had the good
fortune of participating
in an international
youth festival,in Turin,
the week before World

to Home

the workshops being offered. His topic
was on evangelization.At the end of his
presentation he challenged all those
young people in attendance to sign a
pledge,committing themselves to work-
ing at evangeliz-
ing their friends
and families. This

pledge was then
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Youth Day. At that time CCO Ottawa
director, André Regnier, facilitated one of

mail at the begin-
4‘4&%— ning of this school
year (see left).

While simple in

ot its message, the

letter is an

encouragement to

all of us at CCO to continue in this impor-
tant work for Christ and His Church. v
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